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SKINNER AND ASSOCIATES 



715 386 6177 P. 05 



Attorney Docket No. 36 16. 11 1USC2 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled; COMPOSITE 
MASONRY BLOCK | 

The specification of which 

a. Q i s attached hereto 

b. ^ was filed on August 2 ? 2000 as application serial no. 09/630,978 and was amended on August 2, 2000 (if applicable) (in the case 
of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed 
and for which I solicit a United States patent 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of die above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred td above. 

I acknowledge die duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37 ? Code of 
Federal Regulations, § L5<> (attached hereto). 



1 he&ly claim foreign pricjrity benefits under Tide 35, United States Code, § 1 19/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
cerrjjglate listed belotf and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that pf the appUcation on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



a. HlOno such applications have been filed. 

b. £§isuch applications haVe been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION^), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 VSC g U9 



COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day. month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


[ . \ . . 










[ ALL FOREIGN APPLICATION^ IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION^) 




1 , , 

I COUNTRY 


J 

* f 
t 

* * 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international applications) listed 
below and, insofar as fee subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the firkt paragraph of Title 35., United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Cc[de of Federal Regulations, § L56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing (date of this application. 



u.s, application Dumber 


DATE OF FIUNG (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 


I 09/131084 


08/07/1995 


patented (6.113,31 8) i 


| 08/474097 


06/07/1995 


patented (5/795,1 05) 


1 08/130298 


10/01/1993 


abandoned 


08/056986 - 


05/04/1993 


abandoned 


07/957598 


10/0(5/1992 


Abandoned 
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I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 



l 1t_ * Vi T TIT 

Albrecnt, John W. 


Keg, ISO. 40,45 I 


1 o/*.v / T^inl T< 

jLyacy> rain n. 




All, M. Jefier 


Keg. JNO. 40,3^^ 


L>arson 7 james /\. 




Anderson, Gregg I 


Keg, No. 2o,82vi 


Leon ? Andrew j . 


Keg. JNO. r-#0,50V 


TV i 1 ' TV * VY 1 

Batzli, Brian H. 


Reg. No, 32,960 


Liepa, Mara c. 


Keg. ISO. 4V 9 UOO 


TV J T 1 T i 

Beard, John L. 


Reg. No. 27,612 


Linct<)uisi, i nnoiny a. 


Pact Ma zlrt 7A 1 
Keg. INO, 4v/,/Vl 


Berns, John M. 


Reg. No. 43,496 


Lyclce, Lawrence b. 


Keg. NOr JOjJW 


Black, Bruce E. 


Reg. No. 41,622 


MCAiney ? Meven A. 


Keg. JNO- 40,U0*f 


Branch, John w. 


Reg. No. 4L6s>3 


jvici-'Onaiu, L/aniei w. 


xja "59 ri4j. 


tv TV ' ./"s 

Bremer, Dennis C. 


TV _ ^ XI- /l COO 

Keg. NO- 40p2o 


jyicinxyre, jr., wimani r. 


P&a XJyv AA 0^1 


Bruess, Steven C. 


>\I/v ^yl 1 \C\ 

Keg. NO. 34, liU 


jailor' T^/mio(1^*C \^ 

jyiueuer, Liougias sr. 


XN.C'g. JNU. JWjJVV 


Byme ? Linda M. 


T> _ _ VTrt 'Z') A(\A 

Keg* JNO. 3-i s 4v4 


^41llv/ T~\i3TV 1 £k 1 A/1 

rauiy 7 L^aniei rvi. 




Campbell, Keitn 


Pact TsTi-v P_A/C <07 


miiiip^, Diya.li i\. 




Carlson, Alan u. 


Keg. iNO- 


Jrniuips, joiui 


Na 57 206 


caspers, rniup r. 


KJCg. INO. / 


riuriJvCti, iiiwuuic 


Rap No 57 209 


Chiapetta, James R. 


Keg- no. jy,oi4 


xTenuergasi, jraui 


Rao Ma 46 065% 


<—,V * /V s j T _1 * 

Clifford, John A. 


Keg. NO. iU ? 24 / 


rytei, Menssa j. 


"Da* Ma 4t ^17 


Daignault, Ronald A. 


Keg. no. x^^yoo 


\juaiey, i erry 


Tvao Ma 7^ 14JS 


w i w ■ wv 

Daley, Dennis R 


Reg. No. 34,994 


Keicn, jonn c 




W I * ' 1 * • T"^ 

Dalghsh, Leslie E. 


TV \T _ A A f HA 

Reg. No. 40,579 


Keiiann, &ari jj. 


Daa Ma *K 7A7 
Keg. INO. ZD f /Of 


Danlcon. Julie R. 


TV ^ \r» A i A 

Reg. No. 36,414 


CaIimaaI^ Till 71/4 /*Z 


T?A£* Ma ^0 ft7R 


ft. —5 ? 

Devfies Smith, Kathenne JVL 


Reg. No. 42,157 


ocnuman, MarK v. 


T?Aff Ma ^1 107 

Keg. rio* ji 5 iy/ 


DiFfiptro, Mark J. 


Reg. No. 28 ? 7()7 


benumann, Micnaei u, 


Keg. INO, •5V J *lii 


Ed|H, Robert T. 


Keg. NO. 20,15/ 


oCiiii 7 i imotny o. 




EppjRyan, Sandra 


Keg. NO. 39,oo7 


oeDaiu, uregory a. 


R^<y Ma 7510 


Glance, Robert J. 


Keg, NO. 40 ? o2U 


oKoog, Mark i , 


pa/y Ma 4ft 1 75v 


Goggin, Matthew J. 


Reg. No. 44^125 


Speiimanj oteven J. 


Keg, INO, 4j,I^4 


Golfi, Charles E, 


Reg. No. 26,896 


Mou-uejt>ejui, KiTstin l. 


Keg. INO. 40,1©*+ 


Gofspan, Alan G. 


Reg. No. 38 ? 472 


Sumner, Jonn r. 


T> Art XT* -1A 1 ly* 

Keg. ino. j,y 9 i 14 


Go&ld, John D. 


TH >. » _ 1 f> *V -~| 'V 

Reg. No. 18,223 


Swenson, Erik G. 


Keg. fNO. 4^,14/ 


W vfk t m v 

Gr^on, Richard 


Reg. No. 41,804 


Tellekson, David K. 


Reg. NO. 32 7 3J4 


Grf^ens, John J. 


Reg. No. 33 7 112 


Trembath, Jon R. 


Keg. NO. 35 ? 344 


Hamer, Samuel A. 


Reg. No. P-46,754 


Tuchman, Ido 


TV _ ^ Vv v _ j* c fV> A 

Reg. No. 45,924 


Hamare, Curtis B. 


Reg. No. 29,165 


Undeniill, Albert L. 


Reg. NO. 27,403 


*• - ■ y * f 

Hamson, Kevm C. ; 


Reg, No.P-46,759 


•XT*. J 1_ T T TV T _ 

VandenbTsrgh, J. Derek 


Reg, No. 32,179 


HehSberg, Brett A. ; 


Reg, No. 42,660 


»V r . LI T _ 1 TV 

Wahl, John R. 


tv XT^v 0*1 f\AA 

Keg, NO. 33 ? U44 


HiHSon, Randall A. 


Reg. No. 31,838 


Weaver, KarrieG. 


Reg. NO. 43 7 245 


Holzer, Jr., Richard J. 


Reg. No. 42,668 


Welter^ Paul A. 


tv _ -^A OAA 

Reg. No. 20,890 


Johnston, Scott W. 


Reg.No. 39,721 


whipps, Bnan 


Keg. NO. 43,2ol 


Kadievitch, Natalie D. 


TV _ V 'T _ O >l -f /\y^ 

Reg. No. 34,196 


Wm taker, Jonn b. 


Keg. NO. 


Karjeker, Shaukat 


Reg. No- 34 s 049 


Wickhem, J. Scot 


Reg. No. 41,376 


Kastelic, Joseph M. 


Reg, No, 37,160 


Williams, Douglas J, 


Reg. No. 27,054 


Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Witt, Jonelle 


Reg. No, 41,980 


Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 


Wu, Tong 


Reg. No. 43,361 


Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 


Xu, Min S. 


Reg. No. 39,536 


Kowalchyk, Alan W. 


Reg. No, 31,535 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 


Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 


Reg. No. 36 7 848 







I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the per^n/assignee/attoTney/frao/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent jthi$ case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that 1 have consented after fall disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 

: Merchant & Gould P.C. 

P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 



i 
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§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office rn the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1 97(b)-(d) and 1 .98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Ottice 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

( 1 ) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

*i ( 1 ) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 



or ^ 



¥3 (2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

10 (i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

s (ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A Lima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
prLonderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
spigfication, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion ot 
pajSritability. 

^ (c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

( 1 ) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 



4 



